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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT ELEMENT 
 
III.I Capital Improvements Element (CIE) 
 
1. GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 
 
CIE GOAL 1 

 
ENSURE THAT THE INFRASTRUCTURE NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE 
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE OF THE PUBLIC IS PROVIDED IN A 
TIMELY AND EFFICIENT MANNER, AND THAT PUBLIC FACILITIES ARE 
MAINTAINED AT OR ABOVE THE LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS 
ADOPTED IN THIS PLAN. 

 
 
CIE OBJECTIVE 1.1  
 

THE TOWN SHALL DEVELOP AND CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVE A 
PROCESS THAT GUIDES THE CAPITAL FACILITY PLANNING OF THE 
TOWN IN ORDER TO: 

 
1.  Accommodate projected growth, maintain existing facilities, replace 

obsolete or deteriorated facilities. 
2.  Coordinate future land use decisions and fiscal resources with a schedule 

of capital improvements which maintain adopted LOS standards. 
3.  Upgrade public infrastructure serving developed lands that do not 

currently meet LOS standards. 
4.  Remain fiscally responsible. 

 
Measurement: Annual update of a 5 year schedule of capital improvements. 

 
CIE POLICY 1.1-a: Public facilities and services needed to support 
development will be provided concurrent with the impacts of development, as 
measured by the Town’s adopted LOS standards.  The LOS standards are as 
established in other elements of the Comprehensive Plan, as follows: 
 

• potable water: UE Policy 1.2-m; 
• wastewater: UE Policy 1.2-z 
• drainage: UE Policy 1.1-g 
• solid waste: UE Policy 1.1-f 
• traffic: TE Policy 1.1-l and TE Policy 1.1-m 
• parks and recreation: ROS Policy 1.2-a 
• public school facilities: PSFE Policy 1.2-c 
• water quality: UE Policy 1.1-h 
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CIE POLICY 1.1-b: All capital improvement projects shall meet an initial 
objective standard test of furthering the Town's Comprehensive Plan, providing 
necessary infrastructure replacement/renewal, correcting existing deficiencies, 
maintaining adopted LOS and providing facilities concurrent with development. 
Prioritizing and funding of all projects shall be based on the nature of funds 
available. 

 
CIE POLICY 1.1-c: The following standards regarding debt payment service per 
annum shall be adhered to except by simple majority vote of the Town Council:  

• The total debt service shall not exceed 15% of the Town’s total revenues 
per annum.  

• The average annual bond maturities shall not exceed 15 years. Debt 
payment shall not exceed 30 years.  

 
• The Town Council shall not approve any bond issue or refinancing of a 

bond issue with a prepayment penalty.  
• The Town Council shall not approve any refinancing of a bond issue that 

extends the term of the original debt. 
CIE POLICY 1.1-d: The Town Council should review its fiscal policies and 
procedures annually during the budget process and present any proposed/ 
recommended changes as necessary. 

 
CIE POLICY 1.1-e: The Town Council shall annually monitor, evaluate, adopt 
and prioritize the implementation of a 5-year schedule of capital improvements. 

 
 

CIE POLICY 1.1-f : A developer shall construct  all public facilities and 
improvements thereto required to accommodate the portion of their 
development’s impact  that exceeds  adopted level of service standards. 
Alternatively, the Town may accept payment in lieu of construction if the 
applicable improvement is programmed in the CIP. Administration of this policy 
shall be in compliance with requirements in F.S. 163.3180, as may be amended 
from time to time. 
 
CIE Policy 1.1-g: The Town shall annually update the five year capital 
improvements schedule included in this element as provided by law in order to 
adjust the five year planning horizon, reflect project status, and ensure the 
Town’s ability to meet its adopted level of service standards. 
 
CIE Policy 1.1-h: The five year schedule of capital improvements shall reflect 
the current City of Sunrise 10-Year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan, adopted  
(Amendment No. 20-02ESR, July 14, 2020), and the capital projects described 
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therein for the purposes of ensuring that adequate water supply will be provided 
for the limited number of properties that are or will be served by City of Sunrise. 
 
CIE Policy 1.1-i: The Town hereby adopts by reference the Cooper City 10-year 
Water Supply Facilities Work Plan (Amendment No. 20-01ESR, August 25, 2020) 
as incorporated and adopted in the Infrastructure Element of its Comprehensive 
Plan and the capital improvement projects contained therein. 
 
CIE POLICY 1.1-j: The Town shall include in its land development regulations 
provisions to implement a proportionate fair-share mitigation system for 
transportation per the requirements of s. 163.3180, Florida Statutes. 

 
SCHOOL CAPITAL FACILITIES PLANNING 
 
CIE Objective 1.2 
 

THE TOWN, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD, 
BROWARD COUNTY AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN 
BROWARD COUNTY, SHALL ENSURE THAT PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITIES 
ARE AVAILABLE FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE STUDENTS CONSISTENT 
WITH AVAILABLE FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND THE ADOPTED LEVEL 
OF SERVICE (LOS). 
 
Measurement: 

•  School enrollment projections compared to the School District’s 
Adopted Five-Year District Educational Facilities Plan (DEFP) 

 
CIE Policy 1.2-a: Consistent with policies and procedures within the Amended 
Interlocal Agreement for Public School Facility Planning (ILA), the DEFP shall 
contain a five year financially feasible schedule of capital improvements to 
address existing deficiencies and achieve and maintain the adopted LOS in all 
concurrency service areas (CSAs). Pursuant to the ILA, this financially feasible 
schedule shall be updated by the School Board on an annual basis.  The Town’s 
five-year schedule of capital improvements shall reflect each annual DEFP 
update.  
 
CIE Policy  1.2-b: Pursuant to the ILA, the uniform, district-wide LOS shall be 
as follows: 
School Type A is a bounded elementary, middle or high school that has the 
equivalent of at least 10% of its permanent FISH capacity available onsite in 
relocatables. The LOS for School Type A shall be 100% gross capacity (including 
relocatables). 
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School Type B is a bounded elementary, middle or high school that has less than  
the equivalent of at least 10% of its permanent FISH capacity available onsite in 
relocatables. The LOS for School Type A shall be 110% FISH capacity 
The LOS shall be achieved and maintained within the period covered by the five-
year schedule of capital improvements. 
 
CIE Policy 1.2-c: Pursuant to the ILA, the adopted LOS shall be applied 
consistently by Broward County, the Town, the municipalities and the School 
Board, district-wide to all schools of the same type. 
 
CIE Policy 1.2-d: The five-year schedule of capital improvements shall reflect 
the School Board’s current DEFP. 
 

CIE Objective 1.3 
 

FORMALLY RECOGNIZE THE CAPITAL EXPENDITURES OF OTHER 
AGENCIES THAT PROVIDE CAPITAL FACILITIES UPON WHICH THE 
TOWN OF SOUTHWEST RANCHES RELIES TO MEET ADOPTED LEVEL OF 
SERVICE STANDARDS. 
 
Measurement: 

•  Annual review and update of implementing policies as appropriate 
to reflect changes to capital facility plans upon which the Town of 
Southwest Ranches relies to meet adopted level of service 
standards. 

 
CIE Policy 1.3-a: In order to ensure that adopted level of service standards for 
the transportation system are maintained, the Town of Southwest Ranches five 
year schedule of capital improvements shall reflect the following plans and 
programs as updated annually, to the extent that such improvements are 
required in order to maintain the Town’s adopted levels of service for 
transportation facilities: 

•  Broward County Capital Improvements Program  
•  Broward County MPO Transportation Improvement Program 
•  Broward County MPO Cost Feasible Long-Range Transportation 

Plan  
•  FDOT’s Adopted Work Program 

 
CIE Policy 1.3-b: In order to ensure that adopted level of service standards for 
the parks and recreation system continue to be maintained, the Town of 
Southwest Ranches five year schedule of capital improvements shall reflect the 
current Broward County Capital Improvements Program to the extent that such 
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improvements are required in order to maintain the Town’s adopted level of 
service standard for parks. 
 
CIE Policy 1.3-c: In order to ensure that adopted level of service standards for 
the countywide public school system are maintained, the Town of Southwest 
Ranches five year schedule of capital improvements shall reflect the current 
Broward County School District’s Adopted Five-Year District Educational Facilities 
Plan.  
 
CIE Policy 1.3-d: In order to ensure that adopted level of service standards for 
the solid waste disposal system continue to be maintained, the Town of 
Southwest Ranches five year schedule of capital improvements shall reflect the 
current Broward County Capital Improvements Program.  
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2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT IMPLEMENTATION  
 
THE TOWN OF SOUTHWEST RANCHES SHALL CONTINUE TO CONSIDER THE 
FOLLOWING: 
 

1.  Pursue alternative methods for protecting, preserving and enhancing the 
Town’s rural lifestyle. 
 

2.  Coordinate Town-developed tertiary drainage systems with the Central 
Broward Water Control District and the South Broward Drainage District. 
 

3. Pursue discussions with government authorities in order to develop 
methods to protect the integrity of 8 archeological sites (LAPC) in 
environmentally sensitive areas, as designated by the Broward County 
Board of County Commissioners. 
 

4.  Evaluate the public benefits of annexing lands into the Town. 
 
5.  Maintain Land Development Code regulations which are consistent with 

the adopted comprehensive plan. 
 

6.  Explore methods of obtaining funds for purchasing and constructing public 
passive open space and trails. 
 

7.  Explore possibilities of securing funds for improving traffic capacity on 
Griffin Road and constructing 184th Avenue. 
 

8.  Encourage removing Dykes Road and S.W. 172nd Avenue as major 
collector roadways between Griffin Road and Sheridan Street and initiate 
amendments to Broward County Trafficways Plan. 
 

 
 
9.  Reserved.  

 
10.  Develop and maintain a tertiary drainage plan for all the areas within the 

Town.  
 

11.  Adopt a procedure for upgrading and increasing landscaping along all 
major arterial roadways and designated multi-use Greenways to conform 
to Xeriscape landscape requirements. 

 
 

12.  Implement the capital improvements identified in this Comprehensive Plan 
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as may be updated from time to time. 
 

13.  Determine the  feasibility of constructing a Comprehensive Mitigation Bank 
in lieu of preserving and enhancing individual isolated wetlands. 
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* Cooper City 10-year Water Supply Facilities Work Plan adopted on August 25, 2020, as incorporated and adopted in the 
Infrastructure Element of its Comprehensive Plan and the capital improvement projects contained therein. 

*District Educational Facilities Plan adopted by the Broward County School Board on September 25, 2023 
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